
About this dAtA sheet

This data sheet was compiled by Kristina Scott, Nesha Spencer, and Henry Campbell for the 
Alabama Poverty Project. Special thanks to Dr. Hugh Floyd, Professor of Sociology, and Dr. Theresa 
Davidson, Assistant Professor of Sociology at Samford University; Dr. Yani Djamba, Director of the 
Center for Demographic Research at Auburn University Montgomery; and Dr. Wayne Flynt, Professor 
Emeritus of History at Auburn University, for their involvement with the project.

Not all data is available for all geographies. Specifically, data from the 2006-2008 American Community 
Survey (ACS) 3-year estimates is only available for geographic areas with a population of 20,000 or more.

This data sheet was designed by Jason Yarbrough. The Alabama Possible and Lifetime of Learning 
logos were created by Karla and Ford Wiles. The Blueprints logo was created by Chris Murphy.

The publication of this data sheet was funded by the Daniel Foundation of Alabama. 

For further information or to request additional copies please contact the Alabama Poverty Project, P.O. Box 
55058, Birmingham, AL 35255. Phone (205) 939-1408, Fax (205) 933-7774, info@alabamapossible.org

terms And definitions

Children – Individuals under the age of 18.

Infant Mortality Rate – Annual number of deaths of infants under age 1 per 1,000 live births.

Illiteracy – Indirect estimate of percent of residents lacking basic prose literacy skills.

Obese – Adults with a Body Mass Index of 30 or higher.

Poverty Rate – The percent of persons (or families) who live below the federal poverty line as calculated by 
the Census Bureau.

Teen Birth Rate – Births to teenage mothers as a percentage of the total births.

Unemployment Rate – The percentage of the work force that is unemployed at any given date. Persons 
are classified as unemployed if they do not have a job, have actively looked for work in the prior 4 weeks, 
and are currently available for work.
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United StAtes 307,006,550 13.2% 18.2% 9.8% 14.9% 36.5% 23.6% 11.5% 7.8% 3.7% –N/A– 14.5% 84.5% 27.4% 9.3% $52,029 –N/A– 6.98  33.8% 9.1% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A–
AlAbAmA 4,661,900 15.9% 22.1% 12.2% 19.5% 45.4% 27.6% 13.6% 8.8% 3.4% 41.4% 14.8% 80.9% 21.5% 10.1% $42,586 13.3% 9.5 31.4% 10.5% 126,739 664,738 791,477

AutAugA 50,364 10.7% 14.9% 7.6% 11.9% 39.0% 27.0% 9.0% 3.7% 2.8% 40.0% 12.7% 84.3% 21.3% 8.9% $51,622 13.2% 11.7 35.8% 11.1% 838 6,129 6,967
BAldwin 174,439 9.9% 15.1% 5.9% 13.0% 36.3% 15.9% 9.3% 4.9% 2.5% 44.6% 10.6% 87.7% 27.2% 8.8% $51,957 13.1% 7.0 28.4% 8.4% 1,565 16,476 18,041
BArbour 29,309 24.5% 31.9% 19.8% 31.1% 59.2% 37.5% 22.2% 6.5% 3.3% 50.9% 23.2% 72.5% 13.1% 13.0% $30,896 15.1% 17.0 43.2% 12.5% 1,096 4,943 6,039

Bibb 21,629 18.5% 25.0% 12.1% 14.5% 41.7% 20.3% 9.5% 1.7% 3.8% 55.3% 17.5% 73.6% 12.1% 12.0% $41,076 15.1% 7.4 38.0% 11.4% 613 3,132 3,745
Blount 57,441 13.1% 17.3% 12.0% 12.5% 41.3% 24.1% 10.1% 3.8% 5.4% 36.4% 13.9% 73.0% 11.6% 9.1% $46,086 11.6% 5.7 38.4% 9.8% 1,062 6,970 8,032
Bullock 10,796 33.6% 38.0% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 38.8% 34.2% –N/A– –N/A– 14.3% $26,980 23.1% 0.0 45.0% 14.5% 612 2,160 2,772
Butler 20,090 22.3% 30.9% 17.4% 21.4% 38.3% 33.6% 16.1% 9.3% 3.5% 38.6% 20.6% 74.6% 10.6% 15.2% $31,449 15.8% 13.5 43.0% 12.7% 895 4,198 5,093

CAlhoun 113,419 17.6% 22.9% 13.2% 23.2% 56.3% 26.6% 13.0% 9.4% 5.1% 38.9% 14.7% 78.9% 16.3% 10.1% $39,997 14.8% 8.5 38.2% 12.3% 3,536 20,060 23,596
ChAmbers 34,424 18.7% 26.8% 13.8% 17.9% 49.3% 27.0% 9.7% 8.7% 1.3% 41.6% 20.2% 71.5% 11.0% 18.2% $35,614 18.9% 7.2 43.3% 13.6% 1,239 6,696 7,935
Cherokee 24,545 17.7% 26.5% 10.7% 21.6% 57.0% 26.1% 9.9% 6.6% 0.0% 41.4% 16.4% 70.2% 9.2% 10.7% $38,028 15.0% 17.2 38.5% 11.6% 694 4,196 4,890
Chilton 42,444 17.1% 24.0% 13.7% 23.4% 44.0% 29.9% 16.0% 10.0% 0.5% 36.4% 15.5% 74.2% 11.4% 9.6% $40,292 15.9% 13.1 41.3% 9.4% 1,164 7,961 9,125
ChoctAw 14,055 22.9% 29.3% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 31.3% 22.5% –N/A– –N/A– 12.4% $30,728 16.0% 0.0 42.8% 11.2% 502 2,680 3,182
ClArke 26,304 20.6% 29.0% 26.3% 29.6% 58.3% 41.4% 24.6% 11.7% 4.1% 45.1% 20.8% 74.1% 16.1% 15.3% $34,101 9.8% 6.3 42.3% 11.4% 1,146 4,720 5,866

ClAy 13,809 16.9% 23.9% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 37.0% 18.3% –N/A– –N/A– 15.3% $33,032 14.0% 12.2 39.3% 10.9% 275 1,770 2,045
Cleburne 14,799 14.8% 22.3% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 35.7% 16.7% –N/A– –N/A– 9.3% $37,742 15.4% 5.1 36.9% 9.2% 304 2,017 2,321

Coffee 47,753 15.2% 23.0% 14.4% 20.2% 46.3% 29.4% 13.2% 8.3% 1.9% 29.6% 13.4% 77.8% 21.0% 7.8% $43,145 11.7% 8.7 38.5% 9.9% 757 4,836 5,593
Colbert 54,663 12.7% 20.3% 6.6% 15.9 43.8% 18.3% 12.6% 7.8% 4.9% 38.8% 14.6% 80.4% 16.8% 10.6% $39,947 14.4% 6.2 42.6% 12.0% 1,163 7,472 8,635
Conecuh 13,066 24.9% 36.0% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 43.4% 22.8% –N/A– –N/A– 18.4% $27,068 16.6% 20.7 40.5% 11.8% 657 3,520 4,177

CoosA 10,814 15.7% 23.6% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 51.2% 21.0% –N/A– –N/A– 14.7% $36,050 18.3% 8.7 43.0% 11.4% 295 1,725 2,020
Covington 36,856 18.9% 25.8% 11.3% 22.3% 44.0% 20.0% 12.9% 11.3% 5.1% 43.4% 15.5% 78.6% 15.1% 9.9% $33,773 16.2% 11.3 38.9% 11.0% 960 6,601 7,561
CrenshAw 13,754 18.9% 26.5% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 33.1% 18.8% –N/A– –N/A– 9.6% $34,402 15.5% 0.0 43.0% 11.1% 509 2,293 2,802
CullmAn 81,324 14.8% 19.7% 13.9% 15.4% 38.2% 23.6% 12.7% 10.8% 3.1% 38.8% 13.4% 76.0% 13.1% 9.4% $39,276 16.2% 10.8 35.7% 9.8% 1,418 9,408 10,826

DAle 48,292 15.0% 21.9% 13.3% 15.0% 43.1% 26.8% 12.6% 7.9% 3.0% 38.1% 12.9% 82.9% 16.8% 8.8% $42,867 11.0% 3.9 39.4% 11.5% 1,586 8,266 9,852
DAllAs 42,867 29.9% 44.1% 28.7% 40.0% 61.8% 47.0% 24.6% 18.4% 2.2% 49.8% 23.9% 76.1% 14.2% 19.7% $27,992 19.4% 13.5 47.8% 13.6% 3,529 12,596 16,125
DeKAlb 68,515 18.7% 25.1% 17.8% 24.2% 47.6% 33.7% 17.1% 8.0% 4.3% 44.2% 18.1% 69.1% 10.7% 13.1% $35,377 16.7% 3.9 38.2% 10.3% 1,193 10,904 12,097
Elmore 78,106 11.4% 15.2% 9.6% 11.6% 29.2% 26.7% 9.3% 4.5% 1.5% 44.7% 13.3% 82.2% 18.4% 8.7% $53,296 12.7% 5.8 33.7% 10.3% 1,446 8,840 10,286

EscAmbiA 37,490 24.1% 31.7% 14.9% 31.7% 57.0% 33.0% 16.1% 13.3% 6.7% 28.3% 18.7% 75.3% 11.3% 12.4% $32,009 16.8% 7.1 42.5% 10.5% 1,126 7,803 8,929
EtowAh 103,303 16.7% 24.2% 11.9% 20.0% 42.5% 27.7% 15.6% 7.9% 3.8% 38.1% 14.1% 80.3% 16.1% 10.5% $37,264 16.0% 15.0 38.3% 9.6% 2,244 14,141 16,385
FAyette 17,691 19.8% 25.5% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 33.5% 16.6% –N/A– –N/A– 13.0% $34,092 13.6% 10.5 41.2% 10.9% 715 2,934 3,649
FrAnklin 30,801 19.5% 28.0% 12.6% 22.4% 41.7% 26.3% 16.6% 10.2% 3.1% 32.1% 19.5% 67.4% 11.6% 12.4% $35,248 16.3% 8.3 37.1% 10.1% 806 5,241 6,047
GenevA 25,882 17.8% 28.3% 11.5% 22.2% 54.5% 21.0% 12.9% 7.8% 5.8% 44.3% 16.1% 70.6% 9.4% 9.8% $32,027 17.3% 6.0 39.8% 11.0% 606 4,444 5,050
Greene 9,172 30.3% 41.0% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 56.6% 31.2% –N/A– –N/A– 13.5% $26,001 13.4% 0.0 52.5% 15.3% 538 2,380 2,918

HAle 18,145 26.0% 32.2% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 42.8% 25.7% –N/A– –N/A– 12.8% $31,091 15.3% 13.9 45.9% 13.9% 822 2,939 3,761
Henry 16,591 18.6% 26.2% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 52.2% 18.1% –N/A– –N/A– 10.1% $36,453 13.8% 11.0 41.1% 11.4% 464 2,935 3,399

Houston 98,488 15.1% 23.7% 11.6% 19.0% 40.2% 27.8% 12.2% 7.1% 2.6% 44.8% 11.9% 81.1% 19.3% 8.5% $42,523 13.5% 7.9 38.0% 10.6% 3,017 13,739 16,756
JAckson 53,134 16.9% 23.2% 17.2% 20.3% 46.5% 28.0% 14.9% 10.7% 5.2% 37.1% 14.9% 74.0% 11.5% 11.7% $36,597 14.4% 12.8 38.0% 10.4% 1,033 7,798 8,831

Jefferson 659,503 13.8% 19.2% 10.5% 16.0% 35.5% 25.7% 13.0% 9.6% 2.9% 40.0% 12.9% 86.3% 28.1% 9.8% $46,269 12.1% 13.2 33.5% 11.5% 18,591 83,254 101,845
LAmAr 14,295 18.2% 25.8% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 24.4% 17.8% –N/A– –N/A– 14.9% $32,424 12.4% 11.3 37.0% 10.2% 530 2,217 2,747

LAuderdAle 89,128 17.0% 22.2% 10.1% 24.5% 55.8% 24.8% 13.8% 14.8% 6.9% 38.5% 13.0% 82.4% 21.5% 9.8% $38,592 12.6% 7.8 35.6% 10.7% 1,585 10,660 12,245
LAwrence 34,166 15.0% 21.4% 10.7% 15.0% 44.4% 21.0% 9.0% 6.7% 3.0% 31.6% 20.8% 75.6% 9.4% 12.5% $40,655 17.7% 9.4 39.2% 12.1% 851 4,868 5,719

Lee 133,010 15.5% 14.3% 10.3% 13.8% 35.1% 29.4% 10.5% 7.8% 3.9% 42.4% 12.8% 85.1% 31.9% 8.4% $41,770 9.7% 6.7 35.7% 10.4% 1,857 13,212 15,069
Limestone 76,135 12.1% 16.8% 11.0% 14.3% 32.3% 25.8% 8.0% 8.0% 4.7% 37.2% 13.7% 79.2% 18.1% 8.9% $46,151 11.5% 6.6 33.4% 9.6% 1,320 8,578 9,898
Lowndes 12,644 25.4% 37.3% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 41.0% 28.4% –N/A– –N/A– 17.6% $30,225 17.9% 5.6 47.9% 15.2% 887 3,391 4,278

mAcon 22,290 30.5% 38.6% 19.3% 31.2% 49.4% 33.6% 24.4% 13.1% 13.7% 51.5% 25.4% 77.7% 22.8% 11.2% $27,314 21.0% 12.1 48.6% 14.1% 1,119 5,992 7,111
mAdison 319,510 11.3% 15.4% 6.2% 13.7% 36.8% 23.5% 9.1% 8.0% 2.5% 39.1% 10.1% 87.5% 37.6% 7.2% $55,324 10.7% 11.1 35.0% 11.5% 4,181 24,426 28,607

mArengo 21,055 22.6% 31.3% 18.3% 27.8% 62.5% 34.3% 20.5% 14.0% 1.6% 32.7% 22.5% 78.5% 15.2% 13.1% $32,381 16.7% 3.4 42.7% 13.2% 1,093 4,220 5,313
mArion 29,465 19.6% 27.3% 14.5% 24.9% 73.0% 23.6% 11.1% 9.9% 8.9% 31.9% 15.7% 68.2% 8.3% 15.4% $31,602 16.2% 6.1 36.3% 10.0% 866 5,244 6,110

mArshAll 88,484 18.0% 25.9% 12.9% 26.1% 57.8% 31.0% 16.0% 9.7% 5.3% 46.5% 15.0% 72.7% 15.3% 9.2% $36,981 15.6% 5.3 33.0% 10.6% 1,578 12,130 13,708
mobile 406,309 18.6% 27.6% 13.3% 25.0% 53.7% 28.5% 16.5% 10.4% 4.5% 50.0% 15.9% 82.1% 19.6% 10.3% $40,951 14.7% 6.9 32.7% 11.2% 12,339 75,463 87,802

monroe 22,553 21.8% 29.0% 18.8% 29.7% 66.8% 36.8% 15.9% 12.9% 0.0% 33.9% 20.1% 77.3% 13.2% 18.1% $34,072 16.3% 6.9 43.4% 12.3% 739 4,548 5,287
montgomery 224,810 17.6% 26.6% 12.3% 23.0% 44.6% 34.1% 15.4% 8.5% 3.0% 54.7% 14.3% 84.0% 30.0% 9.6% $43,297 14.9% 9.8 36.7% 11.3% 8,477 38,473 46,950

morgAn 115,959 12.5% 18.3% 10.7% 17.7% 36.6% 25.7% 13.2% 6.9% 4.9% 41.7% 19.6% 82.1% 19.6% 9.9% $46,284 12.3% 8.6 41.5% 10.2% 1,570 12,925 14,495
Perry 10,643 31.7% 45.2% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 29.8% 27.1% –N/A– –N/A– 18.2% $26,513 17.8% 19.1 48.4% 15.2% 931 3,516 4,447

Pickens 19,524 25.6% 37.9% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 34.2% 21.3% –N/A– –N/A– 12.7% $31,053 9.2% 19.2 42.9% 13.0% 860 3,207 4,067
Pike 30,381 22.5% 26.9% 16.0% 31.7% 57.6% 32.1% 15.6% 14.7% 6.3% 48.4% 18.9% 76.2% 22.1% 8.6% $32,284 15.0% 12.7 44.3% 12.0% 1,309 5,657 6,966

RAndolph 22,620 17.3% 25.8% 10.9% 19.8% 61.3% 27.2% 9.2% 11.2% 1.5% 34.5% 18.8% 72.8% 13.5% 13.6% $34,185 16.6% 7.9 38.9% 10.4% 827 4,732 5,559
Russell 50,504 23.3% 35.9% 16.4% 32.7% 59.4% 34.6% 17.6% 10.6% 3.9% 60.4% 21.0% 75.5% 10.8% 11.2% $28,855 2.9% 10.7 42.0% 11.8% 1,876 11,463 13,339
Shelby 187,784 5.8% 7.7% 5.0% 7.0% 25.8% 17.2% 6.8% 3.6% 1.3% 33.5% 7.3% 91.9% 39.8% 10.0% $71,785 5.5% 4.2 31.5% 7.6% 1,458 9,722 11,180

St. ClAir 79,837 12.6% 17.5% 9.8% 11.8% 31.1% 15.3% 8.4% 5.9% 5.9% 48.1% 12.5% 76.9% 12.9% 7.1% $48,804 12.5% 5.3 40.1% 10.4% 1,395 9,928 11,323
Sumter 13,266 32.9% 42.0% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 34.6% 28.2% –N/A– –N/A– 13.8% $24,221 14.9% 17.1 48.2% 14.6% 1,015 3,386 4,401

TAllAdegA 80,279 18.7% 26.4% 16.3% 21.9% 49.0% 29.9% 12.6% 8.8% 2.8% 48.5% 18.0% 74.5% 11.9% 13.2% $35,487 16.6% 14.4 38.2% 11.9% 2,798 13,574 16,372
TAllApoosA 40,773 19.5% 27.8% 13.7% 22.7% 58.7% 28.1% 17.2% 7.9% 0.7% 42.2% 16.4% 73.4% 15.9% 12.5% $35,293 15.6% 13.0 39.5% 12.4% 1,403 6,644 8,047
TuscAloosA 179,448 17.3% 19.3% 12.6% 17.3% 47.5% 28.7% 12.7% 9.7% 6.0% 42.9% 13.8% 83.6% 26.3% 9.1% $43,744 12.8% 12.3 35.7% 10.9% 4,862 20,161 25,023

WAlker 68,970 17.4% 23.9% 11.2% 26.6% 54.7% 26.2% 13.7% 12.6% 1.6% 35.4% 14.0% 75.7% 9.2% 10.6% $36,221 16.2% 15.1 38.0% 10.6% 1,443 9,118 10,561
WAshington 17,204 18.2% 24.9% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 34.2% 19.5% –N/A– –N/A– 14.0% $37,076 14.2% 10.9 42.1% 11.8% 551 2,897 3,448

Wilcox 12,803 30.2% 43.3% –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– –N/A– 38.6% 29.9% –N/A– –N/A– 24.2% $23,090 19.9% 0.0 47.8% 14.9% 1,216 3,905 5,121
Winston 23,974 18.3% 26.5% 14.2% 22.5% 66.1% 23.9% 14.5% 10.5% 3.6% 26.6% 16.3% 67.1% 10.3% 16.3% $32,018 14.5% 14.1 35.2% 9.4% 653 3,281 3,934

 Poverty rate education & Literacy emPLoyment HeaLtH & Food Security

 SourceS:      

 1. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program (2008)
 2. U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income & Poverty Estimates (2008)
 3. U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates (2006-2008)
 4. Southern Education Foundation (2007)
 5. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Adult Literacy (2003)
 6. U.S. Department of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (2009)
 7. Alabama Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Alabama Vital Statistics (2008)
 8. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Center for Disease Control and Prevention (2005) 
 9. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Diabetes Surveillance System (2007)
 10. Alabama Department of Human Resources, Monthly Statistical Reporting (January 2010)
 11. Homelessness in Alabama Statewide Data Report (2007)
 12. National Alliance to End Homelessness (2007)
 13. Kaiser Family Foundation (states, 2007-2008; U.S., 2008)

HomeLeSS PerSonS 11

671,859 United States12

5,391 Alabama

2,104 Birmingham Metropolitan Area (Jefferson, Shelby, And St. ClAir Counties)

830 Northern Alabama (Limestone, MAdison, And MorgAn Counties)

621 Gulf Coast (BAldwin And Mobile Counties)

478 Rural Alabama (BAlAnce of StAte)

456 Mid-Alabama (Bullock, Elmore, Lowndes, And Montgomery Counties)

315 Tuscaloosa County

265 Northwest Alabama (Colbert, FrAnklin, LAuderdAle, LAwrence, MArion, And Winston Counties)

203 Russell County

119 Northeast Alabama (CAlhoun, Cherokee, DeKAlb, And EtowAh Counties)
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The Alabama Poverty Project educates 
and equips Alabamians to eradicate poverty. 
APP and its Alabama Possible movement 
address our neighbors’ tremendous needs 
and the systemic causes of poverty by:

u Equipping Alabama faith communities to eradicate 
poverty through on-site presentations and workshops 
like Give Us this Day Our Daily Bread, which features 
resources and best practices to fight hunger.

u Educating policy makers about the economic impact 
of poverty and the effectiveness of state-supported 
anti-poverty programs as a member of the Alabama 
Commission to Reduce Poverty.

u Promoting community service, civic engagement 
and service-learning with events like 2009’s 
Lifetime of Learning conference, which featured 
nationally-acclaimed speakers and best practices 
from Alabama higher education institutions.

u Encouraging low-income and first-generation 
students to enroll in college through Blueprints, 
our college access program. College students 
mentor high school students and guide them 
through the college application process.

u Increasing access to our educational resources 
and statistical data with our new web site. 
This new site also allows us to better utilize 
social networking and other outreach tools. 
Check it out at www.alabamapossible.org

You can help eradicate 
poverty in Alabama

2010 AlAbAmA Poverty Project DAtA Sheet

Poverty By Race13 United States US Rate Alabama Alabama Rate

White 24,157,800 12.3% 433,600 13.8%

BlAck 12,103,400 33.2% 421,900 34.9%

LAtino 14,526,300 30.6% –N/A– –N/A–

Poverty Distribution By Age3 United States Alabama

People Under 18 18.0% 22.1%

People 18 to 64 11.8% 14.6%

People OvER 18 9.9% 12.6%

Poverty By Region13 United States Alabama

MetropolitAn 18% 19%

RurAl 20% 23%

highlighteD StAtiSticS


