
Alabama Possible removes barriers to prosperity, 
promotes college access and success. 

“College” is the attainment of valuable postsecondary 
credentials beyond high school, including professional/

technical certificates and academic degrees.”

Report to the Community
DECEMBER 2015

Alabama Possible creates educational equity for low income, minority, and first-
generation college-going students across Alabama. Thanks to your investment, we can:

•	 Team	more	than	1,000	students	with	225	near-peer	mentors	to	complete	milestones	
focused	on	the	social,	emotional,	and	financial	aspects	of	college	access	and	success	
through	the	Blueprints College Access Initiative;

•	 Boost	FAFSA	(Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid)	completion	across	the	state	
by	combining	direct	services	and	cross-sector	partnerships	with	school	systems,	higher	
education	institutions,	and	community	organizations	through	Cash for College; and

•	 Develop	college	success	resources	for	Birmingham	students	as	part	of	our	Lumina 
Foundation Community Partnership for Attainment goal to boost college success 
from	23	percent	for	the	Class	of	2007	to	65	percent	for	the	Class	of	2025.			

“Financial aid can really 
motivate you.”

“Blueprints taught me that 
education beyond high school gives 

me options of what I want to be.”

“Blueprints makes learning about 
college fun and exciting.”

Angelica Gant
Huffman High School Class of 2015

Berea College Freshman

Meghan Thomas
Montevallo High School Junior

Bethany Sparks
Phil Campbell High School Class of 2015

University of North Alabama Freshman

Left: A Montevallo High School senior signs his name to a College Application Week poster 
after applying to college in November 2015. Top right: Blueprints worked with a cohort 
at Phil Campbell High School beginning shortly after the 2011 tornados until their May 
2015 graduation. Bottom right: The entire Ramsay High School freshman class visited 
Birmingham-Southern College in Spring 2015. 



FAITH COMMUNITIES
Auburn First Baptist Church
Benedictine Sisters
Camp DeSoto
Canterbury United Methodist 
Church
Church of the Nativity, 
Episcopal
Dawson Family of Faith
Fairhope Unitarian 
Fellowship
Independent Presbyterian 
Church

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS
Alabama State Department 
of Education
Alabama Department of 
Public Health
Alabama Appleseed Center 
for Law & Justice
Alabama Coalition for 
Immigrant Justice
Alabama Food Bank 
Association
Birmingham City Schools
Birmingham Urban League
Blount County Schools
David Mathews Center for 
Civic Life
EAT South
End Child Hunger in Alabama
Equal Justice Initiative
Food Research and Action 
Center
FoodCorps
Franklin County Schools
Hale County Schools
Hispanic Interest Coalition of 
Alabama
Holy Family Cristo Rey 
Catholic High School
Jefferson County 
Department of Public Health
Jones Valley Teaching Farm
Kiwanis Club of Birmingham
Lee County Schools
Morgan County Schools
National Association of 
Social Work
Perry County Schools
River Region Food Policy 
Council
Serve Alabama

Shelby County Schools
Sowing Seeds of Hope
Tuscaloosa City Schools
Tuscaloosa County Schools
VOICES for Alabama’s 
Children
YWCA Central Alabama
The Women’s Fund of 
Greater Birmingham

FOUNDATIONS & 
CORPORATE SUPPORT
Alabama Power Foundation
Alabama State Bar 
Association
Alagasco Leadership 
Association
AmazonSmile
ATT
Avondale Brewing Company
Birmingham Education 
Foundation
Blount County Education 
Foundation
BlueCross BlueShield of 
Alabama
Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings LLP
Buffalo Rock Company
Cahaba Brewing Company
The Daniel Foundation of 
Alabama
Good People Brewing 
Company
Honda Manufacturing of 
Alabama
Independent Presbyterian 
Church Foundation
Junior League of 
Birmingham
KnowledgeWorks
Leaf & Petal
Lumina Foundation
Mary Reynolds Babcock 
Foundation
Mike & Gillian Goodrich 
Foundation
National College Access 
Network
O’Neal Industries
o2ideas
Protective Life
Regions Bank
Southern Education 
Foundation

Tacala, LLC
Taco Bell Foundation For 
Teens
Trim Tab Brewing Company
UAB Benevolent Fund
UAB Educational Foundation
United Way of Central 
Alabama
United Way of Madison 
County
USAFunds
Vulcan Materials Company
Walker Area Community 
Foundation
Youth Philanthropy 
Council—Youthserve Inc

HIGHER EDUCATION 
ALLIANCE CORNERSTONE 
MEMBERS
Auburn University
Auburn University at 
Montgomery
Birmingham-Southern 
College
Northwest-Shoals 
Community College
Samford University
The University of Alabama
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham
University of West Alabama

HIGHER EDUCATION 
ALLIANCE MEMBERS
Alabama Community College 
System
Athens State University
Calhoun Community College
Enterprise State Community 
College
Faulkner University
Jacksonville State University
Judson College
Lawson State Community 
College
Northeast Alabama 
Community College
Shelton State Community 
College
Troy University
University of Montevallo
Wallace State Community 
College—Hanceville

HIGHER EDUCATION 
SUPPORTERS
Ingram State Technical 
College
Tuskegee University

INDIVIDUALS
Aaron Watts
Aisha Henley
Alicia Scott
Amanda Barber
Amanda Storey
Amy Samuels
Andrew Battista
Ann Florie
Angela Dennison
Angela Sproull
Anna Patterson
Annette Kluck
Ariel Smith
Arthur Orr
Ashleigh Staples
Barry Mazer
Belle Veal
Benjamin Wieseman & 
Jennifer Cloe
Bill & Becky Smith
Bill & Walker Jones
Bob & Teresa Shufflebarger
Brad Peeler
Brannon Buck
Brannon Lentz
Brenda Hackney
Briana Juarez
Brooks & Libba Vaughan
Camille Spratling
Carl & Ann Jones
Carl & Mary Hoge
Carol Butler
Carol Clarke
Carol Schulz
Caroline Dunn
Caryn Corenblum
Catherine Butler
Catherine Gregory
Catherine Sloss Jones
Charles Peterson
Charlotte Ward
Cheryl Morgan
Chip Bivins
Christopher McCauley
Christina Hall
Christopher Dodsworth
Clark Hultquist

Claude & Kate Nielsen
Connie Oden
Constance O’Brien
Courtney Bentley
Craig Allen
Craig Baab
Curtis & Jean Liles
Daniel & Brooke Coleman
Danny Markstein
David Carrington
David Nast
Deb Watts & John Ward
Dee Ward
Dee Woodham
Devon Cantwell
Don & Sandy Logan
Donald & Ronne Hess
Dorothy Huston
Douglas Cole
Drew Linn
Ed & Candy Meyerson
Edward & Amanda Wilson
Edward & Catharine Friend
Edward Christian
Elizabeth Harbin
Elna R. Brendel
Emma Feely
Eric Wahl
Fawn Romine
Ford & Karla Wiles
Frances Ford
Francis Rushton
Frank & Jothany James
Fred & Connie McCallum
Gary Dunavant
Gregory Samuels
Hannah Yeargan
Harriet Giles
Humphrey Lee
Irene Blalock
J. Mason & June Davis
Jack Schaeffer
Jamie Sandford
Jarrett Lee
Jason Hitchcock
Jean Shanks
Jeanne Jackson
Jeff Richardson
Jenelle Evans McGraw
Jessica Iverson
Jill Meyer
Jimika Colvin
Joe Adams
Joey Pierson

John A. Floyd
John & Kathy English
John Heard
Jonathan Cellon
Joshua & Samantha McCool
Joyce Greathouse
Joyce Spielberger &  
Maury Shevin
Julie Levinson-Gabis
K.C. Vick
Kathryn Strickland
Kaydee Erdreich Breman
Kent C. Jenkins
Kevi Martin
Kevin & Laurel Hitchcock
Kristina Scott
Larry Gerber
Larry Lee
Larry Thornton
Laura Debiasi
Leah Sherman
Lee Hitchcock
Leena Patel
Lenora Pate
Lenore Vickrey
Lesley McClure
Linda Imhoff
Lindsay Turner
Lisa & Alan Engel
Lisa Baker
Lisa Hitchcock
Lisa Turley
Lucie Lee Lanoux
Ludmila Globa
Lynette Sandley
Lynne Patrick
Miller & Frances Gorrie
Marshall Pollard
Mary Burchart
Matthew Knierim
Melanie Sage
Melinda Ledford
Meredith Hicks
Meredith Tetloff
Mike & Anne Warren
Miranda Gray
Mitchie Neel
N.D. McClure, IV
Nancy Cargile
Nancy Goedecke
Nancy Iverson
Nancy Walburn
Neal & Anne Berte
Niko Tsivourakis

Olivia Alison
Paige Sandheinrich
Patricia Scott
Peter D. Tremblay
Philip Boyd
Phill & Marsha Mims
Phillip & Marsha Hurt
Phylis Simmons
Rachel Nichols
Ralph & Lesley Foster
Reeve Jacobus
Rhonda Siegel
Richard Holland
Rick Vest
Robert & Kelly Aland
Robert Holmes
Ruffner Page
Ryan Hankins
Sallie Shipman
Sam & Claire Parker
Sanjay & Dora Eugenia Singh
Sara Jane Shea
Scott & Cameron Vowell
Scott & Tracy Cole
Shelby Cole
Sidney L. Brown
Stacey Martin
Stan & Martha Carpenter
Stan Pylant
Stanley Lawler
Steve & Laura Murray
Stuart & Barbara Royal
Suhyun Suh
Susan Leshinsky
T.C. McLemore & Natalie 
Lane
Tanya Brown
Taylor & Lydia Pursell
Timothy Rooks
Timothy Sutton
Tom & Melinda McLemore
Tom & Susan Lowder
Tom Richardson
Valerie Gordon
Victoria Knierim
Virginia Patterson
Walter Makous
Wayne & Dorothy Flynt
Wendell & Pam Iverson
Wendi Boyen
Wendy Jackson
William & Dianne Mooney
William Hamilton
William Ratliff

Every effort has been made to acknowledge the generosity of our supporters correctly and completely. Should you discover an error or omission, please call us at 205-939-1408. 

Many thanks to the foundations, higher education institutions, faith communities, business and  
community organizations, and individuals who supported our events and made financial contributions.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ralph Foster, Chair 
Auburn University 

Fightress Aaron 
ActioNet, Inc. 

Irene Blalock 
Birmingham Public Library (ret.)

Sidney Brown, PhD 
Auburn University 
Montgomery (ret.) 

Scott Cole 
Cole Financial Planning 

Wayne Flynt, PhD* 
Auburn University (ret.)

Leon Frazier, EdD* 
Alabama State University (ret.) 

Laurel Hitchcock, PhD 
UAB

Elliott Lauderdale, PhD 
University of South  

Alabama (ret.) 

Humphrey Lee, EdD 
Northwest-Shoals  

Community College

Sam Parker 
New Visions Properties, LLC 

Virginia Patterson 
Bradley Arant Boult 

Cummings 

Joey Pierson 
Tacala, LLC 

Richard Rice 
The Rice Firm, LLC 

Isabel Rubio 
Hispanic Interest Coalition of 

Alabama 

Joyce Spielberger 
Magic Moments 

Libba Vaughan 
UAB

Cameron Vowell, PhD 
Civic Volunteer 

Edward Wilson, MD, PhD 
Pathologist (ret.) 

STAFF
Kristina Scott, Executive Director

Thomas C. McLemore, Communications 
and Development Manager

Elizabeth Parks, Program Manager

Keslie Boyles, AmeriCorps*VISTA

Ayumi Byrd, AmeriCorps*VISTA

Ashleigh Staples, AmeriCorps*VISTA

2014 STUDENT FELLOWS
Krystal Dozier, The University of Alabama

Lee Gilmer, The University of Alabama School of Law

Reeve Jacobus, Birmingham-Southern College

Trevor Jones, University of Montevallo

Raven Knowlton, Birmingham-Southern College

Lilly Lanter, University of Montevallo

Jasmine McKinney, The University of Alabama 

Chamblee Shufflebarger, Bowdoin College
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Growing investments to remove  
barriers to prosperity, 2009-2014
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Poverty simulations give participants an 
opportunity to walk in their neighbors’ shoes

Poverty	 simulations	 increase	 participants’	 understanding	 of	 the	
hardships	and	emotional	toll	experienced	by	low-income	families.	
During	a	simulation,	participants	are	placed	into	teams	of	families,	
and	they	experience	challenges	such	as	maintaining	employment,	
caring	 for	 children	 or	 elderly	 family	 members,	 seeking	 public	
assistance,	and	dealing	with	transportation	issues.

Alabama	Possible	 facilitated	18	poverty	 simulations	attended	by	
more	than	1200	Alabamians	during	2015.		After	the	simulation,	
participants	said	they	have	a	new	perspective	and	respect	for	those	
facing	poverty.    

Inaugural Hungry for Justice Conference 
Connects Student Service and Advocacy  

Alabama	 Possible	 partnered	 with	Troy University	 for	 the	 First	
Annual Hungry for Justice Summit	on	Friday,	April	10.	

The	 morning	 combined	 keynotes	 talks	 and	 panel	 conversations	
featuring	public	policy	professionals	and	university	faculty	and	staff.	

The	afternoon	session	featured	lightning	talks	by	students	about	
their	 advocacy	 projects.	 Students	 could	 share	 ideas	 and	 think	
about	different	approaches	to	similar	projects,	such	as	those	taken	
by	the	Auburn	and	Troy	Campus	Kitchens	groups.	

Throughout	the	day,	students	expressed	a	strong	desire	to	connect	
with	like-minded	advocates	across	different	campuses.	

“Charitable	efforts	tend	to	run	on	limited	capacity	and	funding,”	
said University of Montevallo Student	Trevor	Jones,	a	senior	social	
work	major.	“By	sharing	the	obstacles	we	face	and	the	solutions	we	
have	found	with	one	another	regularly,	we	can	reduce	the	amount	
of	time	and	energy	dedicated	to	problem	solving.”			  

Lifetime of Learning conference explores engaged 
learning as justice learning

Marion’s	 rich	 higher	 education	 and	 civil	 rights	 history	 made	 it	 a	
natural	venue	for	this	year’s	Lifetime of Learning Conference,	which	
was	held	at	Judson College on	Friday,	September	18.	

Dr.	 Jennifer	 Stollman,	 academic	 director	 of	 the	 William	 Winter	
Institute	 for	 Racial	 Reconciliation	 at	 the	 University	 of	Mississippi,	
delivered	the	morning	keynote.	

“We	are	empowered	by	our	abilities	to	make	change	immediately	and	
not	waiting	 for	 others.	We	must	 have	 the	 bravery	 of	 a	warrior,	 the	
intelligence	of	a	sage,	and	the	compassion	of	a	mother,”	said	Stollman.	

The	University	of	Alabama	Honors	College’s	57	Miles	Initiative	led	a	
walking	tour	of	downtown	Marion	and	a	tour	of	Francis	Marion	High	
School,	which	 gave	 attendees	 to	 connect	with	 each	other	 and	 learn	
about	this	Perry	County	community.

Other	speakers	included	Billie	Jean	Young,	Judson’s	artist-in-residence,	
and	Michele	Forman,	director	of	UAB’s	media	studies	program.			

Poverty simulations participants said:

“As a result of this experience, I will advocate and 
explain why combating poverty is so important.” 

“It’s a real struggle for some families.  
They don’t get to choose their life.”

“People living in poverty don’t have access to the 
resources we assume are available to everyone.”

“People try really hard to get out of poverty, but 
bad circumstances happen to them and make it 

impossible to make their lives better.”

“I will share the pervasive stress of poverty.”

“I will be empathetic because you  
never know people’s situation.”

“I will remember how I felt in a desperate  
situation and the mutual frustration.”



What does it mean to be an Alabamian? 
Bill Jones and Shelley Stewart honored by Alabama Possible  
and share their stories

On	Tuesday,	October	27,	retired	O’Neal Industries Vice Chair Bill 
Jones and Shelley “The Playboy” Stewart	joined	with	140	attendees	
at	Birmingham’s	Florentine	Building	in	a	conversation	about	what	it	
means to be an Alabamian. 

Alabama	is	a	“state	full	of	opportunity,”	said	Bill	Jones,	who	currently	
leads	the	Bold	Goals	Education	Coalition.	However,	in	order	for	the	
state	to	meet	its	potential,	“we	need	to	focus	on	those	areas	that	truly	
are	scars	and	truly	are	problems	in	our	state,	like	poverty.”

Shelley	 Stewart	 recounted	 his	 life	 story,	 which	 included	 being	
homeless	as	a	child.	He	focused	on	hope	and	said	that	“if	there’s	no	
power	 in	 the	present,	 there’s	no	hope	 for	 the	 future.	 It’s	 about	 the	
power	of	education.	The	power	now.	That’s	what	hope	is.”

Thanks to you, our annual fundraising dinner and conversation 
raised	more	than	$50,000.	We	are	putting	that	investment	to	work	
educating,	collaborating,	and	advocating	to	break	down	the	barriers	
to	prosperity	in	Alabama.

Special	thanks	to	Co-Chairs	Renee	Blalock	and	Robert	Holmes	and	
Keystone	 Sponsors	 Blue	 Cross	 Blue	 Shield	 of	 Alabama;	 Bradley,	
Arant,	Boult	&	Cummings,	LLP;	Honda	Manufacturing	of	Alabama;	
O’Neal	Industries;	Protective	Life;	Tacala,	LLC;	Bill	&	Becky	Smith;	
Scott	&	Cameron	Vowell;	and	Vulcan	Materials	Company.

You can watch video at youtube.com/alabamapossible  

PO BOX 55058
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35255

T: 205.939.1408  W: WWW.ALABAMAPOSSIBLE.ORG

DECEMBER 2015   REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Shelley Stewart and Bill Jones discussed education, race, and relationships 
during their conversation.

Craft O’Neal and Miller and Frances Gorrie help honor Bill Jones and 
Shelley Stewart.


