
Blueprints goes back to school with 1,000 students and 215 mentors
Students get up to 15 times more college counseling than typical high school students

“I don’t know where I would be without Blueprints.” 

That’s what John Cross, who graduated at the top of his class from 
Woodlawn High School and is now studying education at UAB, 
had to say about his Blueprints experience. 

According to the National Association of College Admission 
Counseling, public school students generally can expect less 
than an hour of college counseling during the entire school year. 
Blueprints students receive up to 15 hours of college coaching.

“My mentor kept me up to date on scholarship and application 
deadlines, helped me file the FAFSA, and attended financial aid 
meetings at Samford and UAB,” said John. 

John was just one success story from the 289-member class of 2014, 
who all earned college admission and more than $6.2 million in 
supplementary scholarships. 

That success resulted in the biggest Blueprints cohort yet. When 
we headed back to school in August, we did so with 1,000 high 
school students and 215 college student mentors at 11 different 
high schools. 

The Blueprints curriculum includes milestones for students during 
all four years of high school, and every participant is teamed with a 
near-peer mentor who coaches them through the college planning 
process. This work culminates during students’ senior year, as they 
apply to college and for financial aid, including Pell Grants and 
supplementary scholarships.

During Alabama’s first statewide College Application Week, 
November 3 to 7, eight Blueprints schools held workshops, and 
485 students completed a total of 1025 college applications to 110 

two- and four-year schools across the country. We will continue 
working with these students as they apply for financial aid and 
determine which school is the best fit for them. 

Our Blueprints partner high school include Birmingham’s Holy 
Family Cristo Rey, Ramsay, Wenonah, and Woodlawn High 
Schools; Loachapoka High School; Locust Fork High School; 
Marion’s Francis Marion High School; Montevallo High School; 
Phil Campbell High School; and Tuscaloosa’s Central and Hillcrest 
High Schools.

The 215 Blueprints near-peer mentors are students at Auburn 
University, Birmingham-Southern College, Lawson State 
Community College, Northwest-Shoals Community College, 
Samford University, Shelton State Community College, Troy 
University, The University of Alabama, UAB, and University of 
Montevallo.   

FAFSA completions up 40 percent  
at Blueprints high schools

Blueprints builds a culture where every student can continue 
their education after high school. One key indicator of a 
college-going culture is the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) completion rate. The US Department 
of Education reports that nine out of ten students who 
complete the FAFSA enroll in college the following fall. 
Blueprints partner high schools saw a 41 percent growth rate 
in FAFSA completions from 2013 to 2014.
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FAITH COMMUNITIES
Altadena Valley Presbyterian 
Church, PCA
Auburn First Baptist Church
Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church 
Canterbury United Methodist 
Church
Church of the Nativity, 
Episcopal
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic 
Church
Temple Emanu-El

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS
Alabama AARP
Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System
Alabama State Bar 
Association
Alabama State Department 
of Education
Birmingham Firehouse 
Shelter 
Children’s of Alabama
Community Food Bank of 
Central Alabama
Cooperative Downtown 
Ministries
David Mathews Center for 
Civic Life
End Child Hunger in Alabama
Girl Scouts of Alabama
Girls on the Run Birmingham
Greater Birmingham Ministries
Hispanic Interest Coalition of 
Alabama
Holy Family Cristo Rey 
Catholic High School
Kiwanis of Tuscaloosa
Lakeside Hospice 
M-POWER Ministries
Morgan County Schools
One Roof
Red Mountain Park
United Way of Central 
Alabama
VOICES for Alabama’s Children
Walker Area Community 
Foundation
YWCA Central Alabama

FOUNDATIONS & 
CORPORATE SUPPORT
Alabama Power
Belk Foundation
Birmingham Ed. Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Alabama
Burr & Forman, LLP
Cole Financial Planning
Community Foundation of 
Greater Birmingham
Corporate Realty
Davis Architects
Honda Manufacturing of 
Alabama, LLC
Hoskins Architecture, LLC
Independent Presbyterian 
Church Foundation
Joseph S. Bruno Charitable 
Foundation
Lawrence-Arendall-
Humphries Real Estate, Inc.
Leaf & Petal
Mary Reynolds Babcock 
Foundation
Mayer Electric Company
Mike & Gillian Goodrich 
Foundation
Protective Life Foundation
Regions Bank
Tacala, LLC
Taco Bell Foundation For 
Teens
Vulcan Materials Company
Youth Philanthropy Council

HIGHER EDUCATION 
ALLIANCE CORNERSTONE 
MEMBERS
Alabama State University
Auburn University
Auburn University at 
Montgomery
Birmingham-Southern 
College
Northwest-Shoals 
Community College
Samford University
The University of Alabama
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham
University of West Alabama

HIGHER EDUCATION 
ALLIANCE MEMBERS
Alabama State Department 
of Post-Secondary Education
Athens State University
Calhoun Community College
Enterprise State Community 
College
Faulkner University
Jacksonville State University

Judson College
Lawson State Community 
College
Northeast Alabama 
Community College
Shelton State Community 
College
Troy University
University of Montevallo

HIGHER EDUCATION 
SUPPORTERS
Alabama Region Phi Theta 
Kappa
Bevill State Community 
College

INDIVIDUALS
Fightress Aaron
David Abroms
Bruce Akin
Olivia Alison
Edgar & Kay Alridge
Gail Andrews
Kent Anderson
Tom & Rosey Angelillo
Craig & Marion Baab
Cameron Barnes
Andrew Battista
Howard & Suzanne Bearman
Courtney Bentley
Margaret Bentley
Neal & Anne Berte
Mark & Leigh Ann Berte
Scott Berte
Irene S. Blalock
Jonathan Boatright
Nicole Bohannon
Barbara Bonfield
Lisa Borden
Wendi Boyen
Elna Brendel
Molly Brenner
Kaydee Breman
Albert Brewer
Rebecca Brown
Sidney Brown
Alice Browsher
Katie Buys
Bill & Catherine Cabaniss
Archibald Carmichael
Jamie Carney
Stan & Martha Carpenter
Kristie Chandler
Liora Chessin
Suzane Churchman
Roy & Karla Clem
Robyn Cohen

Scott & Tracy Cole
Douglas & Katherine Cole
Brooke Coleman
Charles & Patsy Collat
Leigh Laser Collins
Jennifer Cole Conn
Ruby Cooper
Marla Corts
Sophia Cosper
Sharon Creus
Keith Cromwell
James T. Cullinan
Kevin & Carlissa 
Cunningham
Charles Daniel
George Daniels
J. Mason & June Davis
J. Norfleete Day
Mary Afton Day
Eleanor Delbene
Richard K. Creighton &  
Vicki A. Denmark
Angela Dennison
Lucy DiChiara
Gary Dunavant
John & Kathy English
Joseph Evans
Emma Feely
Rosemary Fisk
H.B. Flora
Ann Florie
Cynthia Flowers
John & Pam Floyd
Ashley Floyd
Wayne & Dorothy Flynt
Michele Forman
Ann Forney
Nick Foster
Ralph & Lesley Foster
Carolyn Frazer
Richard & Sally Friedman
Larry Gerber
Ron Gilbert
Harriet Giles
Wayne Gillis
Mike & Gillian Goodrich
Jim & Alison Gorrie
Miller & Frances Gorrie
Andrew & Rashmi Grace
Bob Greenberg
Catherine Gregory
Kenneth & Vikki Grodner
Maria Gutierrez
Brenda Hackney
Susan Pace Hamill
Ryan Hankins
Martha Harris
William Harris

Tammy Hartwell
Susan Nabers Haskell
Sissy Hembree
Aisha Henley
Joel Henneke
Donald & Ronne Hess
Michael Higginbotham
Terry Hirsberg
Jason Hitchcock
Kevin Hitchcock
Laurel Hitchcock
Lee Hitchcock
Lisa Hitchcock
Carl & Mary Hoge
Richard Holland
Tonya Holmes
Gary Hyden
Linda Imhoff
Wendell & Pam Iverson
Jessica Iverson
Jeanne Jackson &  
Mark Lester
Steve Jackson
Wendy Jackson
Reeve Jacobus
Frank & Jothany James
Tom Jeffries
Gay Johnson
Tina Johnson
John Joiner
Mary Jolley
Jennifer Kilburn
Royce Knight
Kay Kornmeier
Kathy Kyzer
Brad Landry
Lucie Lee Lanoux
Michael Lanphier
Bruce Larson
Elliot Lauderdale
Robin Lazarus
Matthew Leavell
Humphrey Lee
Larry Lee
Tabitha Leech
Julie Levinson-Gabis
Lauren Light
Betty Likis
Curtis & Jean Liles
Tondra Loder-Jackson
Don & Sandy Logan
John & Helen Logue
Jane Longshore
Sherry Loper
Robert Lotinsky
John Lovejoy
George Gambrill Lynn
Mary Virginia Mandell

Kevi Martin
Kristin Maetz
Suzanne Martin
Joseph Mathews
Barry Mazer
Koko McCall
James McClintock
Lesley McClure
N.D. McClure, IV
Sarah McElroy
Jenelle Evans McGraw
Sue McIntosh
Brooke McKinley
Tom & Melinda McLemore
T.C. McLemore
Frank & Louise McPhillips
Michael Meeks
Kathryn Merritt
Kathy Mezrano
William & Dianne Mooney
Cheryl Morgan
Jacqueline Morgan
Robert Morgan
Steve & Laura Murray
Bill & Marlene Muse
Constance O’Brien
Connie Oden
Jack & Sheryl Odle
Robert Olin
Mandy Olson
Robert & Leah Palmer
Abbie Pappas
Anna Patterson
Michael Patterson
Virginia Patterson
Laura Payne
Bradley Peeler
Veronique Pelassa
Janna Pennington
Lauren Perlman
Cheryl Perry
David & Leigh Perry
Joey Pierson
Dick & Dana Pigford
Heather Pike
Dale & Libby Potts-Peterson
Anna Pritchett
Evelyn Puckett
Taylor & Lydia Pursell
Jeff & Chookie Richardson
Tom Richardson
Eva Robertson
Joel Rotenstreich
Stuart & Barbara Royal
Freddy & Isabel Rubio
Brian Rushing
Jennifer Sandson
Beverly Sansom

Jennifer Savage
Jack Schaeffer
Sara Schreiber
Alicia Scott
Kristina Scott
Patricia Scott
Jack Secrist
Teresa Shufflebarger
Rhonda Siegel
David Silverstein
Phylis Simmons
Sanjay & Dora Eugenia Singh
Jill Singleton
Bill & Becky Smith
Brenda Smith
Deborah Alley Smith
Garland Smith
Lisa Smith
Joyce Spielberger &  
Maury Shevin
Jim Spearman
Tom & Ivy Spencer
Camille Spratling
Matt St. John
Marion Steinfels
Nancy Francisco Stewart
Merrill Stewart
Amanda Storey
Susan Strauss
Kimberly Strode
John Tatter
Landon Taylor
Ken Thomas
Emily Thornton
Patricia Todd
Peter Tremblay
Anne Tremblay
David Tremblay
Jay Tremblay
Louise Thibodaux
Joyce Thomas-Vinson
Martha Vandervoot
Libba Vaughan
James F. Vickery, Jr.
Scott & Cameron Vowell
John H. Waide
Charlotte Ward
Dee Ward
Paul Ward
Mike & Anne Warren
Shane Wear
Gibral A. Massey White
Benjamin Wieseman
Edward Wilson
Rita Wyatt
Jesse Zora
Carole Zugazaga

Every effort has been made to acknowledge the generosity of our supporters correctly and completely. Should you discover an error or omission, please call us at 205-939-1408. 

Many thanks to the foundations, higher education institutions, faith communities, business and  
community organizations, and individuals who supported our events and made financial contributions.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joyce T. Spielberger, Chair

Fightress Aaron
Mark Berte

Irene Blalock 
Sidney Brown, PhD

Scott Cole
Hill Carmichael

Carlissa Strong Cunningham

John English
Wayne Flynt, PhD emeritus

Kimble Forrister
Ralph Foster

Leon Frazier, EdD emeritus
Susan Pace Hamill

Elliot Lauderdale, PhD 

Humphrey Lee, EdD 
Joey Pierson 
Richard Rice
Isabel Rubio

Nancy Francisco Stewart, PhD
Cameron Vowell, PhD
Carole Zugazaga, PhD

STAFF
Kristina Scott, Executive Director

Liora Chessin, Program Manager

Mary Afton Day,  
Blueprints Program Coordinator

TC McLemore, Communications & 
Development Coordinator

Landon Taylor,  
Blueprints Program Coordinator

2014 STUDENT FELLOWS
Ashley Batiste, The University of Alabama School of Law
Marshall Burrell, Northwest-Shoals Community College & 

Auburn University
Ambria Hardy, Birmingham-Southern College

Reeve Jacobus, Birmingham-Southern College
Ashunti Kirk, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Josiah Moore, Samford University
Daniel Yarbrough, Samford University

80+16+4
80+10+10

Expenses  
Program Services 
$179,038 
Development 
$22,381 
Management & General 
$22,381

Revenue 
Net assets released from restriction  
$213,818 
Contributions, including in-kind  
$42,764 
Other revenue   
$11,195 

  

Thank you to our donors and partners for 
making FY 2013 another successful year.

Alabama Possible’s audited financial  
report and IRS Form 990 are available at 
alabamapossible.org/financials

2013 FINANCIALS



Poverty simulation opens eyes for 1,000 Alabamians
Learn that “sometimes people want to help themselves but simply can’t” 

When faced with extraordinary situations — like snowstorms and tornadoes 
— Alabamians are extraordinary neighbors. Alabama is also the nation’s third 
most religious state. Following the golden rule is deeply ingrained in who we are.

Loving our neighbors as ourselves means more than helping at times of crisis. It 
means listening to their stories. It means understanding what their daily lives are 
like. And it means putting yourself in their shoes.

In Alabama, nearly 900,000 of our neighbors live below the federal poverty line, 
which is about $23,000 a year for a family of four. Many more hover just above 
the poverty line.

What does it mean to live in poverty? Why do so many of our neighbors struggle 
to make ends meet?

Alabama Possible uses the Community Action Poverty Simulation to help 
Alabamians understand our neighbors’ challenges.

During the simulation, participants role-play the lives of typical low-income 
families. They are charged with providing for basic necessities on a limited 
budget during the course of four 15-minute “weeks.” They interact with human 
service agencies, grocers, pawnbrokers, payday lenders, employers, police 
officers, and others.

We have done the poverty simulation 
with nearly 1,000 Alabamians this 
year, including CEOs and other 
business leaders, elected officials, 
students, ministers, and educators.

Participants have told us that “poverty 
is closer to home than I realized,” 
and “sometimes people want to help 
themselves but simply can’t.”

They learn that despite their successful real lives, during the simulation the 
decisions they make for their “families” don’t always turn out how they 
anticipated. On top of that, bad luck like a flat tire or sick child can lead to a 
docked paycheck, which then makes it difficult to buy food and pay rent.

Invariably, the participants talk about how little time they spent with their 
children, how hopeless they felt, and why they did things like use payday 
lenders. They do not see any way out.

Putting ourselves in our neighbors’ shoes – whether it be through the poverty 
simulation or being “snow angels” – is instinctive during extraordinary situations.  
The bigger challenge is to treat others with respect and love every day.   

Interested in hosting a poverty simulation? Contact T.C. McLemore at 205-939-1408 or tmclemore@alabamapossible.org

More children served by summer feeding programs across the state
End Child Hunger in Alabama makes huge progress

When the school year ends each May, many Alabama children are left hungry 
because they rely on free and reduced-cost school meals for breakfast and lunch.

Nearly 60 percent of public school students receive free or reduced lunch. 
Alabama is also the fourth hungriest state in the nation, and nearly 24 
percent of our residents experienced food hardship in 2012.

The End Child Hunger in Alabama campaign addressed this issue by:

Identifying the Problem: More than 436,000 Alabama children rely on the 
lunch program during the school year, but miss out on access to a regular 
source of nutrition during school breaks. 

Addressing Hurdles: Feeding these youngsters requires funding, food, and 
locations. In just one year, we increased the number of food sites by more 
than 40 percent, reaching children not only in the state’s largest cities, but 
also in Alabama’s most impoverished rural communities.

Building Public-Private Partnerships: Working with groups like the State 
Food Bank Association, the Walmart Foundation, and the Jason Dufner 
Charitable Foundation, we found partners and sponsors throughout the 
state to create 926 feeding sites — nearly 300 more than last summer — at 
locations ranging from Boys and Girls Clubs, recreation centers, and houses 
of worship, camps, and public schools.

Leveraging Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborating with the Alabama 
State Department of Education, regional food banks, and the USDA, we

boosted the number of meals served by 30 percent, representing the largest 
increase in the Southeast and moving Alabama closer to the national goal of 
40 percent participation.

Result: More than 184,000 Alabama children were fed this summer.

Lieutenant Governor Kay Ivey leads the End Child Hunger coalition. Other 
members of the coalition include Agriculture Commissioner John McMillan, 
Auburn University and its athletic department, Superintendent of Schools 
Tommy Bice, the Chamber of Commerce Association, food banks, and 
statewide groups such as Alabama Possible.

Together, these partners build relationships and networks so that communities 
across the state can identify and grow sustainable solutions.  

To learn more about End Child Hunger in Alabama, visit www.endchildhungeral.org
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http://www.gallup.com/poll/167267/mississippi-religious-vermont-least-religious-state.aspx
http://www.gallup.com/poll/167267/mississippi-religious-vermont-least-religious-state.aspx
http://alabamapossible.org/povertysimulation/


Alabama Possible honors Don Logan and 
Cheryl Morgan for their commitment to 
community building and revitalization

On October 28, Alabama Possible hosted Birmingham Barons Owner Don 
Logan and retired Auburn University Urban Architecture Studio Director 
Cheryl Morgan at Regions Field for a conversation about fostering economic, 
cultural, and community growth. 

Cheryl and Don challenged the attendees to rethink what is possible in 
Alabama. As Cheryl said, “Every place is broken if you want to start with what 
doesn’t work.” 

Speaking to the slow and steady process of community revitalization, Don 
talked about his decision to move the Barons from Hoover to Birmingham’s 
Southside.  Although many appealed to him for the good of the community, 
he said, “It’s not great for the community if the business fails.”

Don said moving a baseball team “wasn’t like moving a business where you’re in 
an office, where if you decide things aren’t going well…well we’ll just wait until 
the lease runs out and we’ll go to another office. You can’t do that. We wanted 
to make a home we could feel comfortable in for 25 to 30 years.”

The opening of Railroad Park across the street was instrumental in the decision to 
move the baseball team, said Don. Cheryl and Urban Studio pushed for 20 years 
to make Railroad Park a reality. At one point, it was slated to be a used car lot. 

Cheryl said, “We looked out at this area of disinvestment and asked ‘What 
would happen if we brought citizens together there?’”

One of that tract’s great strengths was that it “didn’t have any baggage,” she said. 
That meant Birmingham “could invent the park’s story.”

Attendees had the opportunity to ask Don and Cheryl questions. They centered 
around the potential for replicating the successes of Regions Field and Railroad 
Park across the state. Don and Cheryl said affirmed that success takes patience, 
commitment, and persistence. But it works, and it’s worth it.

The evening raised nearly $53,000 to support Alabama Possible’s work to 
educate, collaborate, and advocate to end poverty in the nation’s seventh poorest 
state. Special thanks go to Co-Chairs Dianne Mooney and John English and 
Keystone Sponsors Rosey & Tom Angelillo, Protective Life, Tacala, LLC, and 
Cameron & Scott Vowell.  

You can watch video at youtube.com/alabamapossible

PO BOX 55058
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35255
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